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will not conflict with your desire for service in the field, as he anticipates its completion in season to enable you to take part in the active operations that are in contemplation.
Verv respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN F. S. GRAY, Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.
SPECIAL ORDERS, )        HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF,
No. 142.         j                     New Orleans, La., May 31, 1864.
#                  #                 *                #                #                 *                *
14. The Seventy-fifth New York Veteran Volunteers, having returned from furlough, will, for the present, serve as infantry, it being impossible to procure horses to mount this regiment. All detachments now out from this regiment will be at once returned to it, and so soon as it is prepared for the field it will proceed to Mor-ganza, and be reported to Brigadier-General Emory for service in-General Grover's division of the Nineteenth Army Corps. The quartermaster's department will furnish the necessary transportation.
*              #            #            #            #            *           #
By command of Major-General Banks :
GEO. B. DRAKE, Assistant Adjutant-General.
HDQRS. 19TH ARMY CORPS AND U. S. FORCES,
Morganza, La., May 31, 1804—1.45 p. in. [General LAWLER :]
GENERAL : The general commanding directs nie to say that he has this moment received your dispatch. He approves of your sng-
f3stion to send the cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, to Morgan's erry to destroy the boats and saw-mills spoken of yesterday. It must be done effectually, and can be done with spherical case or shell, with the two pieces of the light battery attached to the cavalry. You will not leave your present position or withdraw your infantry forces until this is done, and this being accomplished you will order the cavalry to pursue and, if possible, capture the Texas. regiment which you report on this side, and if no sufficient reason exists for not doing it, lie wishes you to order the cavalry to make a, raid down the Grossetete Bayou, at least to Rosedale, if not farther, coming in by Waterloo, as heretofore directed. It will be necessary for you to hold your present position at least twelve hours after the? cavalry have departed to go down the Grossetete.
After having caused the cavalry to break up the means of crossing at Morgan's Ferry, and after having waited fully twelve hours; after the cavalry has started on its raid down the Grossetete, you can return with your command to this place. The general does not know if your rations are out to-night or to-morrow night. If tonight you will have to send immediately. We have now plenty of fresh supplies of everything from New Orleans. The news from General Grant is to the 23d, and is quite cheering. He had turned Lee's position at Spotsylvania, and Lee had fallen back 15 miles. We get no account of the 75 men who went out with the telegraph operators. It will be a hard case if with 2,000 cavalry we cannotemphis. Your sick and wounded that will not be
